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YES HE CAN
Barack Obama will be America’s next president
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PRESIDENT

*Barack Obama (Dem.)
Popular vote: 62,101,973 - 52.3%
Electoral vote: 349
John McCain (Rep.)
Popular vote: 55,114,199 - 46.4%
Electoral vote: 147

PROPOSITIONS
1A: High-speed trains * Denotes
winner
*Yes: 4,553,252 - 52.3%
No: 4,148,024 - 47.7%
2: Farm animals rights
*Yes: 5,589,081 - 63.2%
No: 3,251,670 - 36.8%
3: Children’s hospital
*Yes: 4,607,730 - 54.3%
No: 3,873,413 - 45.7%
4: Abortion
Yes: 4,099,623 - 47.3%
*No: 4,570,144 - 52.7%
5: Sentencing
Yes: 3,422,063 - 40.1%
*No: 5,107,808 - 59.9%
6: Law enforcement
Yes: 2,523,982 - 30.3%
*No: 5,798,099 - 69.7%
7: Renewable energy
Yes: 2,955,716 - 34.8%
*No: 5,541,290 - 65.2%
8: Same-sex marriage
Yes: 4,647,454 - 51.8%
No: 4,325,373 - 48.2%
9: Victim’s rights
*Yes: 4,418,742 - 53.0%
No: 3,912,490 - 47.0%
10: Alternative fuel
Yes: 3,349,168 - 39.7%
*No: 5,082,507 - 60.3%
11: Redistricting
Yes: 4,080,718 - 50.6%
No: 3,987,767 - 49.4%
12: Veterans bond
*Yes: 5,230,201 - 63.3%
No: 3,030,406 - 36.7%
(Results as of 2:45 a.m. gathered from www.
sfgate.com)
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Barack Obama waves to a crowd in Chicago after being elected as the next president of the United States.
Associated Press

CHICAGO — A triumphant Barack Obama
vowed to be a president for all America, even those
who voted against him, and asked for patience to address the nation’s problems of war and finance that
he called the greatest challenges of a lifetime.
The first black president-elect cast his election as
a defining moment in the country’s 232-year history
and a rebuke to cynicism, fear and doubt.
“If there is anyone out there who still doubts that
America is a place where all things are possible; who

still wonders if the dream of our founders is alive in
our time; who still questions the power of our democracy, tonight is your answer,” he said in his first
public words after winning the election.
His victory speech was delivered before a multiracial crowd that city officials estimated at 240,000
people. Many cried and nodded their heads while he
spoke, surrounded by clear bulletproof screens on
his left and right.
He appeared on stage with his wife, Michelle, and
daughters Malia, 10, and Sasha, 7, poised to become

the first family of color ever to occupy the White
House. Every family member dressed in black and
red, and Obama told his daughters during his speech
that they would get the puppy he promised would
come with a victory.
“Even as we celebrate tonight, we know the challenges that tomorrow will bring are the greatest of
our lifetime — two wars, a planet in peril, the worst
financial crisis in a century,” he said. “There is new
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Following decision, jubilation erupts on campus Little excitement
at state capitol;
problems from
primaries resolved
PETER HIRONAKA
Staff Writer

Shortly after 8 p.m. Tuesday, a resounding chant bounced off walls on
the SJSU campus: “Obama.”
Barack Obama was elected to
be the 44th president of the United
States, and many SJSU students rejoiced at the results. A group of about
150 students gathered around the
Tommie Smith and John Carlos Statue chanting “O-ba-ma!”
In the pitch black of the night, the
frequent flashes of cameras illuminated
students’ faces during the celebration.
The crowd made its way to the statues from on-campus housing. About
10 black, male students danced while
leading chants and briefly speaking to
the crowd.
Garland Myers, a junior political
science major, was one of the students
who addressed the crowd.
“No disrespect to other races, but
this is for all the black people who
went through everything,” he yelled.
Terence McKinney, a freshman social work major, said he was happy for
relatives who endured racism.
“I’m speechless,” he said. “I’m getting all choked up. My grandparents
went through racism … to see that
my grandparents can live a day where
we’ve got one of us in office.”
Champagne Hughes, a junior theatre arts major, said this was not just a

ALLIE FIGURES
Staff Writer

Students celebrate at the Smith-Carlos CARLOS A. MORENO / Spartan Daily
Statue after Barack Obama is declared the next U.S. president.
victory for black people, but a victory
for all minorities.
“America as a whole recognizes
Obama as a black man, (but) he represents everybody,” she said.
Nnamdi Nwaigwe, a junior management information systems major,
shared similar views.
“When Obama was running, he
wasn’t running for color,” Nwaigwe
said. “He wasn’t running for men; he
was running for America.”

Tavares Triplett, a freshman business management major, described
the reaction at his dorm in Joe West
Hall.
“On the third floor of Joe West,
we went crazy,” Triplett said. “I don’t
know half of these people, but we’re
all cheering together.”
Meanwhile, members of SJSU’s
Democratic Caucus and others con-
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SACRAMENTO — The Secretary
of State’s Office was without excitement
as state election administrators breezed
through Election Day effortlessly compared with the difficulty that arose last
February during the primary election.
“This time we were more prepared,”
said California Secretary of State Debra Bowen. “I am glad we did not have
some of the other problems encountered in other states.”
In February, California voting locations ran out of ballots and decline-tostate voters were turned away, according to a Spartan Daily report.
On Tuesday, the office received
more than 18,000 phone calls regarding the election with only a few expressing complaints, said representatives for Debra Bowen. The complaints
focused on the voting process and slow
access to the office’s Web site.
“We had one call about long lines
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Final tallies are 28 days away

and access to the online results,”
Bowen said, “but other than that,
the process has been very smooth.”
The seamless process is partially attributed to early voters,
said Bowen, who anticipates
California to have the highest
number of votes-by-mail.
Bowen said the early turnout
for voters was high, and voters
have displayed “tremendous enthusiasm.”
“I like the current voting system we have, but voting by mail
is a popular, new and convenient
option,” she said. “The good
thing about early voting is that
no one is disenfranchised by an
administrative error.”
Since the polls closed at 8
p.m., the office awaited anticipated results on specific propositions 1A, 4, 8 and 12 with Bay
Area precincts of more particular interest than other Northern
California precincts.
By 2:30 a.m., 50.2 percent
of California voting precincts
had partially or fully reported
certified votes to the office, the
Secretary of State’s office reported. Results from Santa Clara
County, the county registrar reported, were at about 50 percent

reported by midnight.
Passing was Proposition 1A,
which will provide funding for a
high-speed train system in California, winning with 52.3 percent
as of 2:30 a.m. on Wednesday.
Santa Clara County voters approved of it, lending 60 percent
of the county’s votes in support.
Proposition 4, which would
have instituted a 48-hour waiting period for minors to obtain
an abortion, did not pass. “No”
votes on Proposition 4 led in the
polls with 52.7 percent, with 56.7
percent of Santa Clara County
voters against it.
Proposition 8, which will put a
constitutional ban on gay marriage,
was passing in the state with 51.8
percent voting in favor of it, but
Santa Clara County voters opposed
the proposition, with 55.5 percent
of voters voting no.
Proposition 12, which concerns veteran’s bonds, was
passed with 62 percent of voters voting “yes” statewide.
According to the California
secretary of state’s Web site, final turnout numbers will not be
counted for 28 more days because
provisional ballots and vote-bymail ballots turned in on Election

Day still need to be counted and
certified by election officials.
Election
communications
assistants fielded phone calls
throughout the night requesting
election results.
The results were posted every
few minutes to the official government Web site, but because of
the high volume of users trying
to access the same information
simultaneously, users outside the
firewall of the office had difficulties getting updates.
Along with a large voter turnout, poll volunteers participated
in numbers never before seen.
“We have had more poll
workers than we know what to
do with,” Bowen said. She added
that the high interest in volunteering was due to concern that
votes were counted accurately.
Compared with the voter
turnout in a June primary election, the number of first-time
voters was record-breaking. Bowen said the number of first-time
elderly voters was high enough
to rival the number of first-time
youth voters.
“Hopefully, these voters will
set a generation of dedicated
voters,” Bowen said.

Staff Writer

As supporters of Barack
Obama cheered, one person
stood in stark contrast to the animated celebration at South First
Billiards. Jonathan Sandhu was
stock-still as the crowd around
him exploded at 8 p.m. Tuesday after the announcement of
Obama’s victory.
“I would love to say, as a bitter
Republican, I hope that he messes
it up and his inexperience shows
through,” said Sandhu, the president of the College Republicans at
SJSU. “But as an American, I have
more hope that things go well.”
Sandhu joined a group of
about 20 students to watch the results of the election at South First
Billiards in an Election Night party hosted by Generation Engage
Silicon Valley.
The lack of a Republican presence at the event may have been
due to the forgone conclusion of
the election, Sandhu said.
“I’ve been prepping for this
one for the last month,” he said.
He added that Sarah Palin’s
vice presidential nomination
turned a lot of stalwart Republicans away from McCain.
Sandhu said he was upset that
McCain lost, but was grateful for
the political fervor that this election caused.
Fellow Republican Sophia
Ybarra echoed the sentiments of
Sandhu.
“We are a strong nation,” said
the junior justice studies major.
“Regardless of what happens, we
will be OK.”
Sandhu and Ybarra both
voiced their concerns about the
lack of foreign policy experience
Obama brings to the White House.
“The war in Iraq has gone
positively, but it has given the
Democrats a track toward removing American military presence
around the world,” Sandhu said.

“This could be potentially viewed
as a moment of American military
weakness.”
CNN’s election coverage was
shown on a projection screen
while viewers who paid a $2 entry fee were allowed unlimited
beer refills.
Generation Engage Silicon
Valley sponsored the event and
brought along DJ D-ROC to
play music during commercial
breaks. The mission statement,
according to representative Megan Fluke, was to attract young
voters and to allow a forum for
them to discuss politics.
While Democrats and Republicans often disagree on key
issues, they were unanimous in
their hope for a more politically
involved populous.
“I am excited in the sense that
this has been one of those rare
elections that people of both
sides have really been passion-
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EVENTS CALENDAR

TODAY

Midweek Mix-up

Music in the Union, featuring
acoustic alternative rock music
from Ehren Ebbage.
12 p.m. in the Student Union
Amphitheatre.
For more information, call
924-6269 or e-mail events@
as.sjsu.edu

SLIS Colloquium
Series
Jennifer Devlin of EHDD
Architecture, San Francisco, will
speak on the topic of “Beacons of
Sustainability: Libraries Meeting
the 2030 Challenge to Carbon
Neutrality.” All are welcome to
attend.
12 to 1 p.m. in Clark Hall Room
304.
Contact Marcia Laughrey at
924-2490 or laughrey@slis.
sjsu.edu

Delta Zeta
Breakfast for
Dinner

THURSDAY

Intramural Softball
Sign Ups

Student Showcase
Hour

Students who want to participate
in the Campus Recreation Softball
Intramurals need to sign their
team up online at as.sjsu.edu/
ascr by 11:59 p.m. on Nov. 5. The
cost to sign up is $24 per team.
Intramural Softball teams include
men’s teams, women’s teams and
IFC divisions.
Contact Campus Recreation
at 408-924-6218 or e-mail
rpatchett@as.sjsu.edu

12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music
Building Concert Hall.
Contact Professor Joan
Stubbe 924-4649.

SJspirit Meeting
Learn about this progressive and
fully inclusive Christian organization on campus.
5 p.m. at St. Paul’s church on the
corner of 10th and San Salvador.
Contact Kelsey Mac at
kelsey@sjspirit.org

Free LDS Religion
Class for Everyone
Come join us at the San Jose
Institute of Religion sponsored
by the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints.
7 to 8 p.m. at 66 S. 7th St.,
adjacent to SJSU
Contact Brother Bohn at sanjoseca@ldsces.org, 286-3313
or www.ldsces.org/sanjose

The Rock
Are you a musician struggling in
the midst of this business-esque
atmosphere? Come to the Rock
where you can find musicians,
play music and be heard.
4:30 to 6 p.m. in the Student
Union, Montalvo Room.
Contact Jeremy Mallard at
Maljeremy@gmail.com

Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship
has weekly Bible studies on
Thursdays.
7 p.m. in the Student Union
Guadalupe Room.
Contact Justin Foon at
jfoon1@yahoo.com or (415)
786-9873.

National Education
AssociationStudent Program
Join us and meet fellow future
teachers and hear guest speakers.
Open to undergrads and graduate
students.
6:30 p.m. in the Almaden Room
(3rd floor of the Student Union).
Contact melissa.abreu@gmail.
com or atherinevictoria8@
yahoo.com

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon, three working days
before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed in the order in which they
are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.
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John McCain tallied 163 electoral votes as of 2:30 a.m. Wednesday,
with three states too close to call.
ADAM MURPHY
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All you can eat pancakes,
bacon, etc. for $5 at the door. On
Wednesday November 5th from
6-9 p.m. at the Delta Zeta House.
Contact Natalie Minnis at
queen_of_harts12@yahoo.
com

While some
celebrate,
Republicans
are concerned
about an Obama
administration
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ate,” said Marcus Kilgore, a senior
sociology major.
Some wanted to attend the
event just to take in others’
reactions.
“I wanted to go to a public place
to see people’s reactions,” said Billal Asghar, a senior global studies
and health science double major.
While most came to watch
the election results, some were
there just for the beer and entertainment.
“I came here to drink some
beer and to have a good time,” said
Humza Chowdhry, a civil engineering graduate student. “I figured
that I could have a good time and
watch the election with friends.”
While students laughed,
cheered and drank free beer, Jonathan Sandhu said he pondered
the next four years.
“I hope the Republicans take
this time to lick their wounds and
come out stronger,” he said.
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1. Volunteers watch election results roll
in at the Santa Clara County Democratic
Headquarters on Tuesday.
STEFAN ARMIJO / Contributing Photographer
2. Phylisha Wright, an international business
major, makes her vote inside San Jose City
Hall on Tuesday. Wright said she found the
process to be “confusing.”
DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily
3. SJSU students vote at the Student Union
on Tuesday evening.
DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily
4. A line forms inside San Jose City Hall to
vote on Tuesday at 4 p.m.
DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily
5. Nick Dovedot, a junior public relations major,
shows one of two Obama pins on his sweatshirt.
WILLIAM COOLEY / Spartan Daily
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Referenced Civil Rights movement, Lincoln in speech
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Few problems reported;
some wait hours to vote
Associated Press

Two out-of-towners carry a painting of Barack Obama on Santa Clara Street. It took them two
hours to make the trip to Downtown San Jose.
energy to harness and new jobs
to be created; new schools to
build and threats to meet and, for
us to lead, alliances to repair.”
He was already suggesting a
second term to accomplish his
goals, saying he expected “setbacks and false starts.”
“We may not get there in
one year or even one term,” he
said. “But America, I have never been more hopeful than I am
tonight that we will get there. I
promise you — we as a people
will get there.”
To those who voted against
him, he said, “I will be your
president, too.”
Obama, an Illinois senator born 47 years ago of a white
American mother and a black
African father, sprinkled his address with references to the civil
rights struggle. He paid tribute to
Ann Nixon Cooper, a 106-yearold daughter of slaves born at a
time when women and blacks
couldn’t vote. She cast her ballot
in Atlanta Tuesday, Obama said.

CELEBRATE
vened inside Campus Village
to watch election coverage on
television.
Roman Garza, a freshman meteorology major, was just one of
Democrats excited of the results.
“I am so overjoyed!” Garza
said. “I have been an Obama
supporter since Super Tuesday.”
The caucus president, Andrae Macapinlac, said he was
impressed with the support
Obama received across the
country.

He quoted another president
from Illinois, Abraham Lincoln,
and although he didn’t mention
Martin Luther King Jr.’s name,
he echoed King’s statement that
“we shall overcome because the
arc of the moral universe is long,
but it bends toward justice.”
Obama invited “those who
have been told for so long by so
many to be cynical, and fearful,
and doubtful of what we can
achieve to put their hands on
the arc of history and bend it
once more toward the hope of a
better day.”
The president-elect said he
looks forward to working with
Republican rival John McCain,
who called him to concede as
The Associated Press and television networks called the race
at 11 p.m. EST. Obama spokesman Robert Gibbs said Obama
thanked McCain for his graciousness and told him he had
waged a tough race.
Gibbs quoted Obama as
saying to McCain: “I need your

help. You’re a leader on so many
important issues”
President Bush called Obama
shortly after the Illinois senator hung up with McCain, and
Vice President Dick Cheney
called Obama’s running mate
Joe Biden. Obama watched McCain’s concession speech from
his suite in a downtown hotel,
where he had watched returns
with Biden, his extended family
and senior campaign staff.
A few blocks away, the crowd
in Grant Park that included celebrities Brad Pitt and Oprah
Winfrey erupted into cheers to
see their chosen candidate break
the White House color barrier.
Audience members leapt into
the air, waving American flags.
The size of the group, spread
out toward the Chicago skyline
a few blocks in the distance, reflected the eye-popping crowds
that Obama drew throughout
his campaign. Even the weather
favored Obama — the temperature was around 60 degrees as

DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily

he spoke, unusual for a November night in Chicago.
Obama began the day by
casting his vote with his wife
and daughters at his side. He unwound while waiting for returns
by playing two hours of basketball
with friends and staff, then eating a steak dinner at home with
his immediate family and in-laws.
He made a final Election Day
campaign stop in Indiana, one
of several longtime Republican
strongholds in the presidential
race that he tried to win. It was a
symbolic ending of a campaign
for a candidate who first made
his name with an address to the
Democratic National Convention four years ago in which he
decried efforts to “slice and dice
our country into red states and
blue states.”
He repeated that sentiment
in his victory speech. “We have
never been a collection of red
states and blue states. We are,
and always will be, the United
States of America,” he said.

Student: Long road ahead for Obama as president
“People have heard Obama’s
message of change, and they responded to it pretty well,” Macapinlac said. “This is probably the
election with the highest voter
turnout, and it’s mostly because
of Senator Obama.”
Although he said he was
happy with the result, the senior
political science major said he
realized that there will be a long
road ahead in the White House.
“A lot of the problems aren’t
solvable in the next four years,”

Students engaged in “Obama”
CARLOS A. MORENO / Spartan Daily
chants while celebrating at the Smith-Carlos Statue.

he said. “I think that might drag
his numbers down in the (approval rating), but I think he
will do what he thinks is right.”
Nwaigwe, who celebrated
around the Smith-Carlos statue,
said Obama’s presidency will be
a step in the right direction, but
making drastic changes will be a
challenge.
“I feel that we’re in a state of

emergency,” he said. “There’s
a lot of turmoil going on as a
whole. We’re in a lot in debt, so
it’s going to take a long time, and
it’s not going to change while he’s
in the presidency – at least not
for this term, but he’s going to set
that stone so that we can follow.”

*Angelo Lanham contributed to
this story.

Lines stretched around buildings and down city blocks as people waited hours to cast ballots in
the historic presidential race between Barack Obama and John
McCain. Some touch-screen
machines briefly malfunctioned,
but the country’s election system
seemed to run smoothly.
“For those of us who care
about the American process, this
was a good day,” said Doug Chapin, director of electionline.org at
the Pew Center on the States. “It
was a massive undertaking with
staggering levels of turnout.”
The biggest trouble was big
crowds. But folks seemed to take
it in stride. University students
in Florida were prepared to wait
hours after polls closed and massive lines remained.
“What’s keeping me here?
America needs a change, said
18-year-old Lauren Feronti at
the University of Central Florida
in Orlando.” We need to get the
right people in office.”
In Maryland, Sen. Benjamin
Cardin was heartened after visiting a polling precinct. “People
are happy and smiling,” he said.
“People are very anxious to be
voting. They really think they are
part of history, and they are.”
Early voting before Election
Day, which drew record crowds
in key battleground states, appeared to ease polling pressures
on Tuesday. Despite long lines,
polls in Ohio — which suffered
delayed tallies in 2004 because
of malfunctioning machines and
huge crowds — closed without
incident — or lawsuits.
Poll workers and voters performed well. “We didn’t have
anything ... like the meltdowns
people feared would occur,”
Chapin said.
In hotly contested Pennsylvania, polls also closed with no apparent problems. Earlier Tuesday,
a judge dismissed an NAACP
lawsuit that sought to force Philadelphia County elections officials to count emergency paper
ballots past closing time. Voting
officials said they plan to count
those ballots Friday.
Some New Jersey voters were
forced to cast paper ballots because of troublesome touch-

screen machines. Similar problems popped up elsewhere, but
were more sporadic than widespread.
“The majority of them seem to
be functioning OK, but there are
trouble spots, not unexpected,”
said Purdue University computer
science professor Eugene Spafford, who was watching machine
voting issues for the Association
of Computing Machinery.
In New York City, actor Tim
Robbins, an ardent Obama supporter, experienced his own
voting problems. Poll workers
told him he was not a registered
voter. After waiting hours, he was
told to visit the election board office, which confirmed that he was
registered. A judge then issued a
court order allowing him to vote
at the same polling site.
In the West, Californians also
faced long lines, but voting went
smoothly. In Texas, voting before Election Day was credited
with easing turnout. There were
some hour-long waits and traffic
was steady, but voting officials
reported few problems. During
that state’s primary earlier this
year, long lines stretched for
hours and ballots ran out.
“It’s amazing,” said Jacque
Callanen, elections administrator for Bexar County, home to
San Antonio. “There’s happy
people out there.”
Still, voting advocates had
worried — tolerant voters or not
— that the nation’s myriad election systems might stagger later
in the day, when people getting
off work hit the polls.
“People have to wait for hours.
Some people can do that. Some
people can’t. This is not the way
to run a democracy,” said Tova
Wang of the government watchdog group Common Cause.
Despite the apparent success
of Tuesday’s election systems,
other activists worried it was too
soon to celebrate.
“The kind of things we look
for usually don’t show up right
away,” said Pam Smith, president
of Verified Voting, a nonprofit
that tracks ballot issues.
“We saw people standing in
lines for hours and hours because voting machines weren’t
working. I have a hard time calling that smooth,” she said.

Student Culture
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Two SJSU artists are ‘different, naturally’
DANIELLE TORRALBA
Staff Writer

On Oct. 25, SJSU photography
professor Valerie Mendoza and
graduate student Kirkman Amyx
were a part of “Chance Operations,” a one-night art exhibition
and performance event at San
Francisco’s Climate Theater.
The show hosted 14 projects
that were done by artists working
in media, video projection, interactive sculpture, multimedia performance and photography.
One of the show’s six curators
is Liena Vayzman, a SJSU lecturer
from the school of art and design’s
photography department.
“The projects engaged the
theme of chance as a structural
element in the artwork’s process
motif presentation or execution,”
Vayzman said. “The show was a
variety of work that approached
chance in different ways.”
Mendoza’s project, “Insomnia:
279 days,” worked with chance interruptions of sleep cycles. It was
a project of 279 scans of the artist’s
face and body parts that re-enacted her sleepless nights. Vayzman

described it as an appealing approach to a theme in which each
image is numbered sequentially as
if imposing a numerical order and
control on a disordered system
of logic.
“I’m one of those artists who
combine science and art,” Mendoza said. “Narrative is an important
part of my work as well.”
The other artist whose work
was on display at the exhibit in
“Chance Operations” was “10,000
Dice Rolls” by Amyx. Via e-mail,
he described it as both a photography and video installation that
explored the concept of chance
and probability by photographing
10,000 actual dice rolls and creating images and a video that represented their outcomes.
“Each roll of the dice is completely random, both in the number and in the fall of the die,” Amyx
said. “By combining one image on
top of the next in a sequential way,
a pattern is revealed that shows
that through repetition, there
is structure within the random.
While it is a study in probability, I
also feel that it can be seen (as) a

SJSU photography professor Valerie Mendoza sits
in her office in Duncan Hall.

metaphor for the randomness and
predictability that we find in our
daily lives.”
Amyx is currently a photography graduate student at SJSU
in the fine arts department. He
received his bachelor’s of fine arts
in commercial photography in
1986 at the Art Center College of
Design in Pasadena. For the past
20 years, he has worked as a commercial photographer.
“I still run my business,
based in San Francisco, while
I am a graduate student here,”
Amyx said.
In 2007, he created a project
titled “2007 3-views,” which involved three different cameras
photographing every 15 minutes, day and night, throughout
the year, from three different
vantage points.
He took over 100,000 photos
to create large images, which visualize the change of the seasons
and shape of time, he said, as
well as the similarities and differences between three different
points of view that represent the
same moments in time.

JOE PROUDMAN / Contributing Photographer

CD REVIEW: ‘WORKER BEE’

Band’s new EP stings like a ‘bee’
DAVID ZUGNONI
Executive Editor

Worker Bee, a band with
a smattering of a following in
the San Jose area, delivers a 15minute glimpse of its potential to
generate unique music with its
self-titled second release.
The band rides the wave of
post-rock groups such as Explosions in the Sky, Mogwai
and This Will Destroy You, but
takes an adventurous turn into
its own world on this four-song
EP, which was released as a
free download.
It opens with the sound of
a few laughs and a dog barking
before a gentle acoustic guitar calms the mood to start “I
Don’t Know.”
The distinctly low but youthful voice of Evan Jewett, which
was completely absent from the
band’s first release, “Divorce Your
Legs,” pops up shortly thereafter,
as wispy as the vocalist/guitarist
can manage, to go along with the
band’s generally soothing tone.
Not everybody will enjoy
Jewett’s voice, as he stays in a
certain range, but it comes off as
weird enough to be more endearing than annoying. The vocals
also serve the songs effectively,
and the resulting sound is easy
to digest.
After 30 seconds of ambiance close out the opener, the
EP moves along to “Black Butte,”
which showcases all four band
members, while sparing only a
few moments for the band to
rock out.
When the song does climax, it
displays a touch of rock trickery
that is underplayed throughout
the EP, with a couple of explosive drum fills and a wailing guitar being relentlessly picked into
the song’s closing.
“The Bad Man Wants Our
Skin” ups the tempo but not the
intensity. It can prompt a head

An image file that comes with the
Courtesy of Worker Bee
free download of Worker Bee’s self-titled EP.

bob better than any other song
on the release but lacks the hills
and valleys that make the other
songs complete.
Its appeal is in its sound,
which combines juicy bass and
guitar tones, vocals sung through
some type of filter and subtly accented drumming to create a feel
that isn’t otherwise found on either Worker Bee release.
The final song, “Go To Bed,”
brings back the acoustic guitar,
which along with Jewett’s vocals,
violins and a bit of keyboard harken to some of Pink Floyd’s lighter-sounding work. What sound
like timpani drums even show up
as the song escalates.
The EP is far too short to provide an involved listening session. It ends just when those who
like it can begin to get into it.
And as is the nature of EPs,
this one doesn’t have value greater than the sum of its parts. It
sounds more like a snippet from
a longer release than something
that can stand on its own.

The sound quality is not as
rich or as polished as in “Divorce
Your Legs,” although that release
had a more common thread and
was much rockier. The self-titled
EP has more variety in 15 minutes than “Divorce Your Legs”
has in 42 minutes.
Despite the flaws, Worker Bee
shows interest in moving beyond
a post-rock style that is showing
its limits. While the band seems
to be on shaky ground on this release compared with the last one,
it is trying something different.
When coupled with “Divorce
Your Legs,” an extremely solid
debut, the self-titled EP displays
Worker Bee’s promising range
of abilities: the ability to put together compelling songs with or
without vocals, the ability to use
skill without being flashy and the
ability to venture outside of its
comfort zone.
For those who like this type
of stuff, especially considering that it’s a free download, it’s
not bad.
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Graduate student Kirkman Amyx combined
JOE PROUDMAN / Contributing Photographer
10,000 images of dice into one photo, which was in the “Chance Operations” exhibit.
Amyx recently finished the fine
art department’s “Advancement
to Candidacy” project, which is a
graduate gallery exhibit that was
displayed last week. This project
was titled “Basic Cable,” which
also investigated the passage of
time, but utilized the media as a
man-made time construct.
“I captured a week’s work of
cable television in one-minute
intervals for all 69 channel broadcasts from my Comcast basic
cable,” he said. “It can be seen as
a critique of the oversaturation
of media, but it’s also a visual
investigation on how structure,
if revealed through repetition,
and how meaning lie hidden in
that structure.”
Amyx is in the third generation
of his family to go through the
SJSU art department.
“My Grandfather Leon Amyx
received his B.A. in art from SJSU
in 1931,” he said. “My father
Chester Amyx received his B.A.
in art in 1958 and an M.A. in art in
1963, when I was two years old.”
In another year, Amyx will
graduate from the program.
Mendoza, who is in her fifth year
teaching in the photography de-

partment at SJSU, said that her
personal work is influenced by
contemporary culture and things
that happen in her daily life as well
as new scientific discoveries.
“I’m a mature, not an elderly
person, and I would like to think
that I have evolved over the course
of my life,” she said.
Mendoza’s previous work includes a video installation piece
called “Different, Naturally,”
which is about corporate greed
and Mexican immigration, and
the aforementioned “Insomnia:
279 days.”
She said the pieces have depth
in different ways. They can be
read and she considers them immediately readable, not simplistic. Her piece, “Different, Naturally,” is being shown in a gallery
in South Carolina called “The
Showroom.”
Currently, Mendoza is working on several pieces that may be
shown next summer at the Natural History Museum in France.
“It involves two figures of
archeologists, who will be presented in a diorama-like setting,”
she said. “‘Artifact’ is the name of
it. They are sculptural pieces that

deal with issues of representation
that are important to photography, and my own evolution in
my life.”
In Mendoza’s classes, she
said she wants her students to
think of themselves as inventors and her class as a place of
experimentation.
“I like my students to come
away with a spirit of inquiry,” she
said. “I want them to question
everything, from other people’s
motives, political situations and
their workplace. I would like
it if my students emerged as
more inquisitive thinkers as well
as inventors.”
Before coming to SJSU in
2004, Mendoza taught at the
University of Florida for five
years, and before that she taught
at UC Santa Cruz. She also
worked at the San Francisco Art
Institute and Civic Arts Education in Walnut Creek, where
she ran the photo program,
she said.
“I was glad to come back
to California. Students here
are more diverse in every way,
harder working and every bit
as talented,” she said.
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Staff Writer

The SJSU men’s basketball team
kicks off the 2008-2009 season this
Thursday in an exhibition hosting
Menlo College.
Next week, the regular season starts
at South Dakota State.
The team brings with it this year
great expectations following the team’s
best season in seven years with a record
of 13-19. Wins from the previous two
seasons combined for 11.
The Spartans have teams around
the Western Athletic Conference
impressed, as they are picked to finish
third in the coach’s poll.
According to SJSU Athletics, it is the
first time the team has been selected in
the top half of preseason standings since
joining the conference for the 19961997 season.
Head coach George Nessman said
the team has been preparing hard for the
upcoming season.
“We spent the summer in the weight
room,” Nessman said. “The guys spent
a lot of time on the court individually
working on skill development.”
Nessman said he holds high expectations for the team’s performance
this season.
“I think if we make another significant improvement, I think we’ll be
where we want to be, which is in the mix
to win the conference,” Nessman said.
He said the team hopes to gain more
support from students this season.
“Last year against Santa Clara, we
had 1,500 students at that game, and that
was great,” he said. “We’re going to do
our best to reach out to the student body
to let them know this is their team.”
In addition to the intense training
this offseason, the team welcomes
two transfer students to the team in
Robert Owens and Adrian Oliver.
Oliver, a native of Modesto,
said the transition from the University of Washington to SJSU has
been easy, thanks in part to his
new teammates.

From left to right: junior forward C.J. Webster, senior guard DaShawn Wright, junior center Chris Oakes, sophomore guard
Justin Graham, and senior forward Tim Pierce. All five finished last season averaging more than 10 points per game. The team
ended last season in the WAC quarterfinals, falling 85-65 to the top-seeded Utah State Aggies.
“They embraced me with open
arms,” he said. “I feel like the guys
here are more laid back. We’re much
closer than I was with my teammates
up there.”
Oliver joined the team last year, but
was unable to play a full season due to
the delay of transfer credits. The versatile guard said he will bring an offensive
presence to the backcourt.
“Coach Nessman has made it clear

that he wants me to put the ball in the
hole,” Oliver said. “I’ll bring a willingness to win and a team-first mindset.”
With the addition of Owens and
Oliver, the team also welcomes back
sophomore Justin Graham, senior Tim
Pierce and junior C.J. Webster. The
three of the returning starters were the
top point-getters for the Spartans with
Webster averaging the most with 11.3
points per game.

Picked as a preseason first-team
all-conference by the coaches and the
media, Webster said the expectations
are high within the team.
“We have to go out and produce,”
he said.
Webster said he and his teammates
pushed each other hard on the court in
the offseason.
“We had a lot of intense competition, even when the coaches weren’t

Classiﬁeds
HOUSING
LOS GATOS SWIM & RACQUET
CLUB is currently accepting applications! Applicants must be outgoing, able to multi-task, and have
great customer service skills. Open
availability, please contact for more
info at (408) 356-2136 or email
chris@lgsrc.com.
SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE
* One block from campus
* US and International Students
* Safe, Friendly, Homelike
* Intercultural Experience
* Wireless Internet Access
* Computer Lab/ Study Room
* Student Kitchen
* Assigned Parking (fees)
* One semester contract
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street,
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse

EMPLOYMENT
UNDERCOVER
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover
Shoppers needed to judge retail
and dining establishments. EXP.
Not RE. CALL 800-722-4791

DAYCARE TEACHERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seeking Infant, Toddler, and Preschool
Teachers and Aides. F/ T and P/
T positions available. Substitute
positions are also available that
offer ﬂexible hours. ECE units are
required for teacher positions but
not req. for Aide and Day Care positions. Excellent opportunity for
Child Development majors. Please
call Shawna for an interview at 2476972 or fax resume to 248-7350.
STUDENT WORK-GREAT PAY IF
YOU CAN CUT IT
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
Vector, the compay for students,
has part-time openings available
for customer sales/ service. The
positions offer numerous unique
beneﬁts for students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*No experience needed
*Training provided
Earn income and gain experience!
Watch for us on-campus throughout
the semester, or CALL 866-1100
9am-5pm. www.workforstudents.
com/ sjsu

SPERM DONORS NEEDED Earn
up to $1200/month. California
Cryobank is seeking healthy males
for its sperm donor program. Apply
online at www.spermbank.com

AFTER
SCHOOL
TEACHERS

K-8th private school seeks responsible individuals for extended daycare, P/ T in the afternoon (2:306pm M-F). No ECE units required.
Previous experience with children
a must. Please call 248-2464.
(408)244-1968 (408)244-1968
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED:
Make $5-$25 per survey. Do it in
your spare time. www. GetPaidToThink.com
EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being a
mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791
ALMADEN VALLEY ATHLETIC
CLUB seeking professional, selfmotivated and energetic individuals who demonstrate excellence in
customer service for the following
positions: member services desk,
cafe service, personal trainer, swim
teacher, child care provider, tennis
instructor. Please forward your resume to Stephanie at smudgett@
avac.us.

HELP WANTED: Waitress/Waiter
for neighborhood Thai food restaurant located in San Jose near Los
Gatos. We have friendly customers (techies, local residents), warm
decor, and great food. Good tips
and nice management included.
Flexible hours, P/T. Familiarity with
Thai cuisine very helpful. Call Judy.
(408)691-2997

SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove Virus Rental Trade Laptop & Parts
(408)469-5999

VOLUNTEERS
YWCA-SV Volunteer For Project
Inspire After School Program.
-Be a tutor or a mentor! Make
a difference at James Lick, Yerba Buena, Overfelt, or Andrew Hill
High School. Interested candidates
please contact: Carolina Avalos,
Volunteer Coordinator, at (408)
510-4281 or cavalos@ywca-sv.org

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is
there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of
paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or
addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded that, when
making these further contacts, they should require complete information before sending
money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms
offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.

Classifieds may be placed online at www.thespartandaily.com under “Ad Info”
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily

around,” he said. “We really strive to
make each other better. It was just
more time we got to spend with each
other to learn each other’s game and
how we can play better together.”
Graham said he was confident in the
team’s potential.
“We have to come out and play with
intensity every night,” he said. “If we can
do that, we can definitely play with anyone in the country.”
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After all the hype and hullabaloo, I voted; A night to celebrate,
but when I’m done, will you still care?
and a future to keep
COLLEEN
WATSON

CHRONICLING
MEDIOCRITY
I braved the chilly California autumn
winds, dodging dead leaves and oblivious
skateboarders, determinedly marching
past blank faced students who could care
less about my final destination.
Huddled in my wool coat (it was after
all a nippy 56 degrees out and I’m a California girl born and raised, this is cold to
me), I trudged into the Student Union and
up to the second floor.
Yep, I was doing my civic duty. I was
rocking the vote.
So after more than a year of overexposed candidates courting me and telling
me I was special, that they were the only
one for me, that only they could make my
dreams come true, I got to vote.
This wasn’t my first time. I had voted before. There was no reason to go slow or be
gentle. I have never drawn lines to connect
arrows, but I was a college graduate. I could
figure it out and I’ve heard that variety is
the spice of life. (I did wish I had brought
my own pen, as I’m not sure which candi-

date this pen had helped previously.)
My eyes were open. No one forced me
to do this. I knew who and what I wanted
to vote for. I had done my homework
(Cliff notes).
I sat down, got comfortable …
Thirty seconds later it was over.
All that hype and that was it?
A huge tease for 30 seconds of connecting arrows? I felt let down, like it was
supposed to be better than that. It was
supposed to be this grand event, this voting. It reminded me of something else, but
my mind couldn’t grasp what it was at the
moment.
Sure, he got my vote, but what did I get
out of it?

So after more than a year
of overexposed candidates
courting me and telling me
I was special, that they were
the only one for me, that only
they could make my dreams
come true, I got to vote.
I felt a little used. Now that he had my
vote, I wouldn’t be getting random phone
calls from faceless drones telling me what

my opinion should be. No longer would
my television be flooded with ads telling
me that he would make everything better.
I put my jacket back on and got up. As
I left the building, the same excitement
that had gripped me on the way there was
gone. Something was missing.
He didn’t need me anymore. No longer
would he pretend to care what I thought.
Sure, from time to time he’ll throw out a
speech, but it won’t be the same. He doesn’t
need me in the way he used to.
I would eventually move on, find another cause to care about, but I had felt that
this one was important, even special. For
the last couple of months, I pushed people
to register and to vote, and now, after it’s all
over, I feel bereft.
Although I also have to admit that
I am happy that it is all over. It feels like the
world has been revolving around this since
the dawn of time.
So even though I feel a little used, and
I will miss the attention, I think it’s best
that this farce of a relationship is over.
I washed my hands and moved on.
“Chronicling Mediocrity” appears
every Wednesday. Colleen Watson
is the Spartan Daily opinion editor.

The pros and cons of living in America
RIE
NAKANISHI

After having lived in America for almost five years and with my American college life coming to a close, I often wonder
whether I should stay here or go back to my
own country of Japan.
I’m standing at a crossroads.
So, forgetting about my troublesome
sentiments toward my family, boyfriend
and friends, I decided to go back to the basics: simple but important questions about
what I like and don’t like about America,
in hopes of discovering if I want to stay or
leave this country.
Let me start with what I don’t like.
American food. I have no idea how
many times I have wandered around a city
trying to grab a quick lunch (not having
time to cook), but couldn’t find something
I wanted, and then decided to starve myself
until dinner.
American pizza is something I wouldn’t
miss if it suddenly disappeared from this
world.
Eating just a big bowl of salad is not
considered a meal in Japan.
To me, Americans eat anything just to
fill their stomachs — portion over sophisticated, delicate flavor.
Administrative workers in America
suck. Things never go smoothly here.
From sending and receiving packages
to transferring money from Japan, I always
expect something bad to happen.

Why does mail for me from Japan always ends up in somebody else’s mailbox?
Why is my transcript from a community
college never updated on my MySJSU
after complaining to both colleges multiple times?
After experiencing similar incidents numerous times in the last five years, I found
out this is not about me being unlucky, but
rather about American workers being lazy
or careless.
I don’t have trust in American administrative workers handling my documents,
mail or money.
But if I only hated America, why would
I have stayed here for five years, right? It’s
because there are some things I really like
about America.
Things considered rude in Japan are accepted in America, such as laughing really
loud in the theater. I like the American idea
that when something is funny, people just
laugh, even in the middle of the movie, instead of repressing that impulse.
In Japan, where people care too much
about what others think of them, people
don’t express their emotions as clearly as
Americans. So in the theater, the Japanese
don’t laugh — even if they want to — but
they chuckle.
This is just a small thing, but I feel it says
something about the Japanese society that
is very different from the Americans’.
“Share the road with bikers” was a bumper sticker I recently saw while driving on
the freeway.
Bumper stickers were something unfamiliar to me when I first came to America. From political to personal messages,
I enjoy looking at them.

I like the American spirit of finding any
available place to express themselves or
their beliefs.
Sidewalk protesters and drivers honking back to respond to the protesters were
also different forms of expression that were
new to me.
Americans, in my eyes, are more honest
in living their lives than people in my country. Yes, too much self-expression can be
annoying, but people don’t look like they
are afraid of other people’s reactions and
don’t hold back their true selves.
I guess it’s because America is such a
diverse country. It seriously is, for me coming from a country where everyone has the
same skin color and similar facial features
as I do.
Perhaps, when the society is diverse, the
jobs offered in America have quite a variety
too. I like advertisers on the sidewalk holding up a sign and dancing around.
Diversity creates a lot of controversial issues that the Japanese society doesn’t have,
but America really is a unique country.
In Japan, we never have had an election
of two people from different races vying for
the highest government position. I don’t
think that my 77-year-old grandmother in
Japan has ever voted on gay marriage either.
Despite spending this much time in
America, it was never long enough for me
to put an end to my way of life in America.
I feel my curiosity about America is not
going to stop anytime soon.

Rie Nakanishi is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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RECYCLED
TOILET PAPER
It’s not that I doubted a Barack Obama victory, but you just
never know.
Sometimes when you wake up with a good feeling, the day just
doesn’t go your way.
But not yesterday. Yesterday was a good day.
So enjoy it. Soak it up. Jump for joy. Dance in the streets. Hug
the stranger next to you. Even play “Celebration.” For once, I don’t
think I would mind it.
A group of about 150 SJSU students enjoyed it last night
in front of the Tommie Smith and John Carlos Statue, chanting
“O-ba-ma!”
A usually sarcastic person standing next to me while watching
the scene said, “This is the most genuinely happy I’ve ever seen
people on this campus,” but he wasn’t being sarcastic.
This marks the beginning of a reality that contrasts the last eight
years, during which I have come to accept the awful leadership of
this country.
I have come to accept the war. I have come to accept the government’s favoritism toward big business. I have come to accept gas
prices. And I wasn’t at all surprised when the financial crisis came.
These realities resulted in my being so negative about the future
of the country that I was ready to accept a John McCain administration. I already had the mindset that if McCain won, life would
still go on. He couldn’t have been worse than Bush, could he?
But as curious a person as I am, I’m glad I’ll never find an answer
to that question.
I remember thinking that if Obama lost, half of the tragedy
would have been that we would never find out what he would have
done, how he could have improved things. Would he have improved things?

This marks the beginning of a reality
that contrasts the last eight years,
during which I have come to accept
the awful leadership of this country.
I will find an answer to that question. What a relief.
But relief might not be the best way to listen for that answer.
I believe we should celebrate, but we should come back to reality
sometime soon.
Obama has a tall task. Instilling change is not easy, even for the
president. Especially for the president.
Being president is a lot of pressure, and Obama already looks a
bit older than he did a year ago. There are a lot of people out there
to please — not just the citizens, but the politicians around him.
There’s no promise that Obama will do what he has said he will
do. Speaking of change, times are changing for Barack Obama. Will
he be the same advocate for struggling Americans as president as
he was as a candidate?
We don’t know yet, and we should hold him to it.
We need to get ready to restore the relationship between citizens and government in this country. The Bush administration has
been so shamelessly blatant about its failures, implying the sentiment, “We don’t care what you think because you can’t stop us.”
I do trust Obama to be better than that. I trust that he’ll listen.
But we need to make sure we give him the right message. As
happy as many of us are that he has been elected, we can’t be easy
on him. We need to treat him like the president, the person with
more responsibility than anyone else in the world.
In front of the Smith-Carlos Statue last night, an elated group of
SJSU students celebrated, eager for what they seemed to feel was
inevitable change. Will they be right?
I hope.
“Recycled Toilet Paper” appears
every Wednesday. David Zugnoni is
the Spartan Daily executive editor.

OPINION PAGE POLICY
OPIN
Letters to the editor may be placed in the
letters to the editor box in the Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209,
sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, e-mailed to
spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to
the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, School
of Journalism and Mass Communications,
San Jose State University, One Washington Square, San Jose, CA 95112-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number,
signature and major. Letters become
property of the Spartan Daily and may
be edited for clarity, grammar, libel and
length. Only letters of 300 words or less
will be considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism
and Mass Communications or SJSU.
The Spartan Daily is a public forum.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“This victory alone is not
the change we seek.
It is only the chance for
us to make that change.
And that cannot happen
if we go back to the way
things were.”
BARACK OBAMA
President-elect said Tuesday night in Chicago after
winning the presidency.
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